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formed the bulk of its members; there were denunciations of
the major-generals, whose little fingers were said to have been
heavier than the loins of the greatest royal tyrants, and many
more or less incidental criticisms of all ranks of the army.  Per-
haps even more serious were the scrutiny of, and censures upon,
some of the arbitrary acts of the preceding decade.  The anti-
militarist sentiments in parliament found vent in the warm
welcome frequently extended to victims of military oppression.
Robert Overton, committed to the Channel Islands for a mili-
tary plot against the protectorate in 1654, was released and his
imprisonment voted illegal and unjust, in spite of plain warn-
ings from soldiers that votes of that kind would expose all army
officers to civil actions for damages.   Undeterred the house
next voted the impeachment of John Butler, the most obnoxious
of the major-generals, and they even received a petition from
seventy royalists saying they had been sold into slavery in Bar-
bados after Penruddock's rising. Notwithstanding admonitions
of the inevitable consequences of such an attitude, Hesilrige
defiantly said: €We are likely to be governed by the army. . . .
Our ancestors left us free men. If we have fought our sons into
slavery, we are of all men most miserable'.1   Equally tactless
was the declaration issued by parliament to establish 18 May
as a day of fasting, for it contained a hint to magistrates to use
their authority to suppress religious extremists. Even to suggest
a revival of persecution was very unwise., for the threat to tolera-
tion would be certain to be resented by all sections of the army.
By this time the army was getting out of control. Once more
the officers drew up a petition declaring that only their reluc-
tance to meddle with non-military matters had prevented an
earlier representation, but that now they felt that all they had
fought for was in danger of being lost.  They complained that
the cavaliers were so encouraged that they often met in or near
London, that suits in common law had been commenced
against officers who had merely obeyed their superiors3 com-
mands, that want of pay threatened to compel soldiers to live
at free quarter, and that, in order to get money to buy bread,
they were forced to sell at a discount the pay due to them.
Therefore they resolved to assist the protector and parliament
in plucking the wicked from their places, wherever they might
be found. After this sinister hint, or blunt warning, they con-
1 Burton Diary9 iv. 265-76.

